MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF AUCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH DECEMBER 2010 COMMENCING AT 7.00 P.M.

AT THE AUCKLEY PARISH CENTRE
· Present: -  Mrs. J. Worthington (Chairperson), Mr. S. Featherstone (Vice Chairman) Mr. J. Fletcher,
· Mr. G. Payne, Mrs. S. Platts, Mrs. J. Staniforth, Mr. I. Swainston, Mr. G. Warrender, 
· Mr. Towndrow and Mr. Pacer from Severn Trent

· Two members of the public

1.   Staff from Severn Trent To Discuss Issues Regarding Common Lane Pumping Station
      Mr. Towndrow of Severn Trent explained that work on the building has been delayed due to the discovery of asbestos in the ceiling tiles.  Weather permitting, scaffolding should be erected in the next few weeks, the lights will be disconnected and portable lights used for the construction of a new ceiling.  The contractor will contact the residents who have expressed concerns when the building work is due to begin.  The congestion of Common Lane is regrettable, but unfortunately the drive to the pumping station is too narrow to accommodate the tankers and they have to be parked on the road whilst the wet well is cleaned at least twice a year.  Consideration will be given to organising the tanker visits during school holidays to avoid obstructing the road when children are on their way to school.
      Residents who attended the meeting asked whether the overhanging trees to the rear could be trimmed., and also mentioned there is at times an unpleasant smell around the pumping station.   

2.   To Receive Apologies – Received and accepted from Mr. I. Butterfield.
3.   To Receive Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests – None received.

4.   To Approve Minutes of the Previous Meeting -  Item No. 4 to be amended to read that Mr. Warrender  declared a personal interest in Item No. 22 b) (Planning application at 23 Norwood Avenue), and did not  have an interest in the pumping station.  The minutes were then accepted and signed as a true record.

5.   Matters Arising From the Above Minutes
      a)   Parking, School Lane – Neighbourhood Officer reports that a Community Security Warden has been

            monitoring the parking, and one motorist who parked across the entrance to the School Lane garages
            duly moved when she approached.  The CSW to liaise with Highways for appropriate signage and/or
            yellow lines to be provided at the entrance to the garages.   

b) Sandhill Rise – Further anti-social activities reported.  The Clerk to write to the Housing Director with copy to Police.

c) Derelict Building, Hayfield Lane – The Enforcement Officer is unable to update Council because the 

Planning Officer dealing with the application is once more on leave.

RESOLVED – Agreed to write again with copies to District Councillors to stress that the building is in a dangerous condition and needs removing.  Council is concerned that the site is easily accessible and young people could be injured.
d) Public Concern Re. Local Bus Service – A meeting has been arranged for 9th December.  Members of Auckley, Blaxton and Cantley with Branton Parish Councils will meet with representatives from SYPTE and the ‘First’ Bus Service to discuss the problems of late and missing buses on the route between Doncaster and Finningley.  
e) Encroachment of Recreation Ground – Council is to ask its solicitor to contact the resident’s solicitor regarding the payment of legal charges. 
f) Mosham Quarry – Following complaints that sand and soil is being deposited on the highway outside the quarry, the Clerk has asked Highways whether the owner would be liable for costs if the highway needed to be cleared, similar to the situation that occurred outside Willow Farm.   Highways Officer replies that the same act applies to all deposits on a highway throughout the Borough.  He will ensure the quarry site is monitored and action taken as and when necessary to ensure road safety.   
      g)   Conifers Growing on Public Footpath No. 2  - A reminder to be sent to Footpaths Officer.
h) Hayfield Amenity Centre – Pending.

i) Signal Lights, A638 – Pending.

j) Ponding at the Green – Pending.

Page 2
6.   Community Police Report  - No Police Member was available to attend.
7.   District Councillor’s Report – No District Councillor attended.
8.   To Consider Council’s Budget 
      The Clerk reported cash in the bank plus Treasury Reserve on 1st December 2010 was

£54,515.46 Predicted expenditure 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011





£26,610.00

      Predicted income 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011





£31,627.00           

      RESOLVED – It was agreed to add £200 to the 2011/2012 predicted expenditure for maintenance of gates at Common Lane and possibly provide a dog waste bin on recreation ground near the new steps.
9.   To Decide Precept for 2011/2012
      Members discussed whether or not to increase the precept.  The two priorities for the next financial year will be the proposed play equipment and provision of a new bus shelter which will not leave a great deal in reserve.   Apart from these items the remaining expenditure will hopefully be normal routine expenses.  
      RESOLVED – Following discussion, Mr. Featherstone proposed that Council’s precept remains the same as the 2010/2011, namely £28,000.  Mrs. Platts seconded the proposal, and the motion was carried. 
10. To Discuss Proposals to Replace Bus Shelter
      In reply to Council’s query SYPTE advises that, providing there is a bus stop located adjacent to the shelter, operations will continue to stop at this location.  SYPTE can only provide glass shelters, cannot contribute to the cost of shelters outside of the normal construction and is unable to maintain shelters not owned by the Authority.

      RESOLVED – It was agreed to write and inform the landowner that quotations are to be obtained from 

      3 builders to construct a shelter in brick/stone to a standard size, and invite his comments.

11. To Discuss Employing an Architect to Design a Playground Scheme 
      Mr. Featherstone has approached a local architect who has agreed to design a scheme and will also deal with the planning application and flood assessment.  

      RESOLVED - The Clerk to write and update Ann Sims on this matter and enquire whether a grass surface is now acceptable under some play equipment, rather than a rubber surface.

      Members to discuss at the next meeting what equipment would be suitable for up to 11/12 year olds.

12. To Receive Quotations to Paint BT Kiosk 
      One quotation received and a second quotation invited but not received.  It was agreed to contact another decorator to reply before the next meeting.
13. To Discuss Problems Associated with Dogs Fouling Football Pitch
      Mr. Fletcher reported that dog owners are walking their dogs without leads on the football pitch and consequently the pitch is being fouled.  He has had some signs made to be installed at various sites.  Members are to monitor and speak to anyone with dogs not on a lead when walking on or near the pitch.  In November a local resident was challenged for allowing his dog to foul the field and refusing to clean up afterwards.  
      RESOLVED    It was agreed to write and ask the Neighbourhood Manager whether DMBC can issue a fine to the dog owner in question who refused to clean up after his dog.
14. To Discuss Provision and Emptying of Litter/Dog Bins
      Following Council’s request for DMBC to empty 2 additional litter bins at Riverside Park, DMBC’s 

      Officer has suggested removing 2 of the bins and providing a new dog bin near the newly-installed steps at the River Way entrance to the park where there are currently no bins.
      RESOLVED – Following discussion it was agreed to retain all 4 litter bins and give consideration to providing a new dog bin in the next financial year.
15.  To Discuss Administration Costs For Festive Lighting
       Council has challenged the high cost of administration charges for festive lighting, and N Power’s

       Credit Control Manager advises that they are trying to change the admin. charge to only cover the 
       festive period of 1 month, rather than the whole 12 months.   
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16.  To Discuss Highway Matters
       a)   Condition of Roads During Recent Snows – Members expressed their concerns that, apart from 

             Main Street, none of the minor roads in the village had been cleared during the recent snowfalls  

             and were in a treacherous condition.   Council to write and suggest to Mayor Davies that perhaps 

             local farmers could be employed to clear some of the minor roads in the event of further snowfall.
b) Condition of Parish Centre Car Park – Members of Council were disappointed that the car park had 

      not been cleared, was in a dangerous condition with motorists having to dig their cars out of the snow
      RESOLVED -  Council to write and ask whether the Parish Centre Committee would consider 
      employing a local farmer to clear the snow away.
c) Letter Re. Dog Fouling – A local resident has written to Mrs. Worthington complaining that Council is taking no action to address problems of dog fouling in the village.  Mrs. Worthington has replied to the resident, pointing out that Council regularly reports this problem to DMBC and action is taken.  The matter is also regularly featured in the Auckley page of the ‘Arrow’ newsletter.   
      The Neighbourhood Manager has been made aware of the complaint.
17.  To Discuss Recreation Matters 
       a)   Carols Round Tree  - Members and the Clerk contributed money to purchase sweets for distribution
             to the children during the carol singing. 

b) Reclaimed Land Rear of Sandhill Rise  - Concerns were expressed regarding a wooden pole that has been erected on the seeded reclaimed land.   The Clerk to enquire whether the contractor is responsible for the pole.  DMBC is to be asked to remove debris from rear of No. 31.

c) Trees Overhanging Path Leading to Copse - Council to write to owner of the adjacent property at 

Eastfield Lane and request that the overhanging conifer trees are trimmed back.

18.  To Receive Report of Meetings 
       a)   Airport Community Sub-Committee – The meeting was cancelled.

       b)   Hayfield Lane Recreation Project – Mr. Swainston reported that things are on track.  The scheme 

             has gone out to tender and there have been 24 expressions of interest.   The committee is hoping to 

             start the development before the end of March.  

19.  To Receive Report on Employment Seminar  
       Mrs. Worthington reported on a very interesting seminar.  Councils were advised to undertake a Risk
       Assessment on Clerks working from home, and the Clerk’s own equipment is put on the Council’s Risk
       Assessment.     
20.  To Consider Planning Applications         

       a)   No. 10/03146/FUL – Erection of first floor pitched roof extension over existing utility, single storey

             pitched roof extension to side and pitched roof extension to rear of existing garage of detached house

             2 Riverside Gardens, Auckley 
Council had no objections or comments to make in respect of this application.
b) No. 10/03292/FULFT – Formation of pitched roof to replace existing flat roof over kitchen and 

garage to side of semi-detached house

14 Ravenswood Drive, Auckley
Council had no objections or comments to make.

21.  To Report Decisions Made by DMBC’s Planning Committee  - None reported.
22.  To Receive Correspondence
       a)  Pilot For Electronic Planning Consultations -  Report of meeting with Chair and Members of PCJCC 

            to discuss outcome of recent e-consultation pilot for planning consultation. 

b) Hayfield Green – The Clerk to contact the Neighbourhood Manager to advise that the Hayfield Green 
estate is part of Auckley Parish, but is listed on the Neighbourhood web site as a separate entity, together with Auckley, Blaxton, Finningley, etc.   
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23.  To Sign Cheques
       Cheque no. 002196 -  DMBC (Construct steps on gradient at Riverside Park)

    £1,952.85


       Cheque no. 002197 -  Veolia ES (UK) (Grounds maintenance)



       £156.67

       Cheque no. 002198 -  ‘Need A Hand’ (Remove soil, trees from Sandhill Rise)

       £445.00

       Cheque no. 002199 -  ‘Need a Hand’ (Supply and apply grass seed to reclaimed land)
         £25.00 

       Cheque no. 002200 – N Power (Electricity supply to pavilion)



         £41.74

       Cheque no. 002201 -  Broker Network Ltd. (Insure additional Christmas lights)
         £25.00

       Cheque no. 002202 -  Auckley New Parish Centre (Hire of room for December meeting)    £24.00

       Cheque no. 002203 -  DMBC (Supply 600 black plastic sacks)



         £34.97

       Cheque no. 002204 -  Neat Ideas (Supply cartridges)




         £54.47 

       Cheque no. 002205 -  Arrow Publications (Items printed in newsletter)

       £111.63 
       Cheque no. 002206 -  Plevey & Sons (Supply, deliver, erect and remove 2 x trees)
   £ 1,175.00

24.  To Confirm Date and Time of Next Meeting
       It was agreed that the next meeting should be held on Wednesday, 12th January 2011, commencing at 

       7.00 p.m. at the Auckley Parish Centre.

                                                                               Chairperson ……………………………….. 
